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Abstract

The That Phu Temple is one of the earliest Chinese religious centers
established in southern Vietnam, enshrined Guan Sheng Dijun. The temple
derives its name from the joint establishment and participation in worship by
Chinese immigrants originating from seven prefectures—Fuzhou, Zhangzhou,
Qiongzhou, Quanzhou, Chaozhou, Guangzhou, and Ningbo—and has long
embodied the historical memory of the Chinese community in southern
Vietnam. In its overall form, the That Phu Temple adopts a traditional Chinese
temple architectural style, characterized by a integration of various traditional
craft techniques, including wood carving, stone carving, and glazed ceramic
decoration. The statues of deities within the temple are made from diverse
materials, such as carved wood, ceramics, papier-maché, and reinforced
concrete, reflecting the artistic styles and craftsmanship of different historical
periods. As an important regional center for religious and cultural activities,
the That Phu Temple annually conducts ritual events, including the Lunar New
Year, the Lantern Festival, the birthday of Guan Sheng Dijun, the Zhongyuan
Festival, and the Xiayuan Festival. Participants include not only members of
the Chinese community but also residents from surrounding Vietnamese
communities, thereby facilitating cultural interaction and exchange between
China and Vietnam at the level of religious practice. Through an examination
of the historical development, architectural form and deity system, as well as
festival practices of the That Phu Temple, this paper argues that the temple
functions not only as an important carrier of Chinese religious beliefs but also
as a key institutional space through which Chinese immigrants in southern
Vietnam constructed an inter-prefectural religious community and sustained
social organization and collective identity within a cross-cultural context.

Keywords: That Phu Temple, Chinese culture, architectural art, carving
craftsmanship, religious center
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